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Goal: To provide students with the primary crops grown, annual export value and unique facts 
about crop production for the states located within the Southern region of the United States. 
 
Description: Crop production is one of the most important industries in the United States. The 
Crop Production in the United States series takes a look at crops grown in the U.S. by region, as 
well as by state. In this presentation, students will discover valuable information regarding the types 
of crops grown in the Southern region as well as the economic impact and uses for specific non-
food crops. Students will also learn how crop production affects their everyday lives and why it is 
such a large and important industry. 
 
Objectives: 
1. To identify major crops grown in the Southern region of the United States. 
2. To discuss the value of crop production in each state located in the Southern Region. 
3. To analyze trends in crop production for the Southern Region. 
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Writing Standards 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

9-10.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

11-12.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

Research to Build 
& Present 

Knowledge 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, 
and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

9-10.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

11-12.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

11-12.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; 
assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information 
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
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Speaking & Listening Standards 

Presentation of 
Knowledge & Ideas 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of 
presentations. 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
or appropriate. 

9-10.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and 
task. 

9-10.5 
Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and 
to add interest. 

9-10.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

11-12.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

11-12.5 
Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and 
to add interest. 

11-12.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

Language Standards 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Core-
Subject 

Area 
Foundation Concept Basic Understanding 

Language 
Arts Application of Writing Skills  

editing/proofreading; descriptive, informative and creative writing; 
organizing logical arguments; brainstorming; analyzing audiences; 
utilizing reference materials; vocabulary enhancement  

 Analysis of Text, Literature and 
Information  

reading/content literacy; critical thinking; creative thinking; 
expression of thoughts and ideas; communication skills; developing 
listening and comprehension skills; creating visual representations 

 Technology Applications in Literature  utilizing document processing software; utilizing presentation 
processing software; internet-based research  
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Student and Teacher Notes are available to print in 
outline format. You can access these documents under 
the “Printable Resources” section.  If student licenses 
have been purchased, an interactive version of the 
Student Notes is available in the “Interactive Activities” 
section. If printing the full PowerPoint® is desired, you 
may download the file and print the handouts as 
needed. 
 
Class 1:   Distribute the Vocabulary Handout and 

the Student Handout for reference. 
Show slides 1 to 20 of the Crop 
Production in the United States: 
Southern Region - Introduction 
segment. Students should complete the 
corresponding Assessment. Hand out 
the Think-Pair-Share Activity and allow 
students the remainder of class to 
complete the activity. Distribute the 
Crop Progression Timeline Project for 
homework. 

 
Class 2:  Remind students to use the Vocabulary 

Handout during the presentation. Show 
slides 21 to 47 of the Crop Production in 
the United States: Southern Region 
segment. Distribute the Opinion Paper 
Project and allow students the 
remainder of class to work on it. 

 
Class 3:  Remind students to use the Vocabulary 

Handout during the presentation. Show 
slides 48 to 71 of the Crop Production in 
the United States: Southern Region 
segment. Distribute the County Crop 
Production Activity and allow students 
the remainder of class to work on it. 
Distribute the Crop Growth & 
Development Project. 

 
Class 4:  Remind students to use the Vocabulary 

Handout during the presentation. Show 
slides 72 to 94 of the Crop Production in 
the United States: Southern Region 
segment. Students should complete the   
Southern Region Assessment. Hand 
out the Tic-Tac-Toe Activity. Break 
students into groups and allow students 
the remainder of the class to play.  

 

United States Department of Agriculture  
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome 

 
National Center for Food and Agricultural Policy 

http://www.ncfap.org 
 
National Agriculture Statistics Service 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/ 

Class 5:  Allow the entire class period for 
students to work on their Projects and 
Activities. 

 
Class 6: Distribute the Crop Production in the 

United States: Southern Region Final 
Assessment and allow time for students 
to complete it. Students should present 
and turn in the County Crop Production 
Activity. 

 
Class 7:    Students should pair up, discuss and 

write summaries for the Opinion Paper 
Project and turn in. Student should then 
present the Crop Progression Timeline 
Project and turn in. Presentations can 
be continued into Class 8 if necessary. 

 
Class 8:  Have student complete any remaining 

Activities or Projects. 

FFA 
 Agronomy 
 

Slides 
1-20 

Slides 
21-47 

Slides 
48-71 

Slides 
72-94 



Think-Pair-Share 
Directions: 
Assign two students a topic from the list provided on the Think-Pair-Share Teacher Instruction Sheet. Instruct students 
they need to answer the question “How does this topic impact crop production?” With Internet access, give the students 
15 minutes to research and think independently about how they would answer the question. Then, instruct students to 
find the person with the same topic and allow an additional 10 minutes to discuss and form an answer together to 
present to the class. 
 
Tic-Tac-Toe Quiz 
Directions: 
Print and cut up the questions located on the Tic-Tac-Toe Teacher Instruction Sheet and put in a large jar prior to class. 
Divide the class into two teams, then draw a tic-tac-toe chart on the board. The first member of team one will draw a 
question out of the jar for you to ask. If the team member answers the question correctly, with no help from other team 
members, he/she can write an “X” or “O” on the board. If the team member answers a question incorrectly, he/she will 
lose the chance to place an “X” or “O” and the opposing team can try to answer correctly to place an “X” or “O” on the 
board for their team. The first member of team two selects a question from the jar and the process repeats. The goal is 
to win the tic-tac-toe game by answering the questions correctly. The winning team gets to go first in the second round, 
starting with the next team member who did not compete in the first round. Repeat the game until all questions are 
answered or until time runs out. 
 
County Crop Production 
Directions: 
Divide students into groups of two or three depending on the size of the class. Instruct each group to choose a state in 
the Southern region and then choose one county in the state to feature. Groups may choose the same state but ensure 
no two groups choose the same county. Instruct students to construct a poster which resembles the outline of the 
county. The poster should include the following information: name of state and county, name of crops produced in the 
county, acreage of crops planted, bushels or acreage harvested, dollar amount the crop generates per year, counties’ 
percentage of sate production for the crop, picture of crops, picture or symbol of a tradition related to the crop production 
and on the back of the poster, trends in crop species grown in the county and how they affect agriculture a list of all 
sources used. Have groups display and present their posters to the class. All members must participate. 

Using the Career Connections Activity, allow students to explore the various careers associated with this lesson. See the 
Activity for more details. If student licenses have been purchased: Students will select the interviews to watch based on 
your directions. If only a teacher license is purchased: Show students all the career interviews and instruct them to only 
complete the interview form for the required number of interviews. 
 iCEV50036, James Harsh, Ph.D., Professor, Crop & Soil Sciences, Washington State University 
 iCEV50695, Andy Vidak, Andy Vidak, Farms, LLC 
 iCEV50692, Keith Backman, Certified Professional Horticulturist & Crop Advisor, Dellavalle Laboratory, Inc. 
 iCEV50686, Anthony Azevedo, Chief Executive Officer, Stone Land Co. 
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Opinion Paper 
Directions: 
Utilizing the Opinion Paper Teacher Instruction Sheet, assign one topic to at least three different students. Research 
and print information pertaining to all six topics. Give this information to student and instruct them to write a two page 
opinion paper. The paper should answer the following questions: what was your initial impression of the topic, where 
do you stand on the issue, why do you hold this opinion, what are the arguments which support your opinion and what 
are arguments of the opposing side? These arguments must be supported by actual facts from the information sheet. 
When the papers are due, allow students who received the same topic to come together and discuss their opinions. 
Have students write a one paragraph summary of the other’s opinion. The summary should address the following: are 
their opinions the same or different than mine and why, compare and contrast the way each of you interpreted the 
information? Have students turn in the two page paper, summary and information sheet for a grade. 
 
 
Crop Progression Timeline 
Directions: 
Divide students into groups of two or three depending on the size of the class. Instruct each group to choose a crop 
from the Southern region to feature. Ensure no two groups choose the same crop. Instruct students to research the 
history of the crop and construct a timeline displaying at least seven major points for the crop. The first point must start 
with information about the crop’s origin. The rest can include important events associated with the crop, advancements 
in production of the crop or new uses of the crop (any information the students feel is significant in the progression of 
the crop). The timeline can be handmade or computer generated. It must be organized and colorful and include the 


